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The Czar's orders, I said, would surely not be disregarded by
General Milutin?

The Emperor replied that they would doubtless have the
effect of arresting for the present the proceedings of the Pansla-
vists, but he believed himself that the unification of Bulgaria
and Eastern Rumelia would be attempted in the future by the
Panslavists and that the European Powers would have sooner or
later to deal with that question.

I said that it was a question much dreaded in Austria.

The Emperor replied that he had told the Emperor at Ischl
what he had just told me, but that although His Majesty listened
with interest, he appeared embarrassed and made no reply. His
Majesty added that he was at a loss to explain the Austrian
Emperor's silence, whom he had otherwise found as com-
municative and cordial as ever. ..."

The following day Prince Hohenlohe dined with the Russells
at their Potsdam villa. With the Emperor's fears in his mind,
but without mentioning them, Lord Odo Russell asked Hohen-
lohe what impression he had of the Bulgarian situation. His
reply was that the assurances of the Tsar were to be relied upon
for the moment, but that the question together with other
problems would have to be faced later, "these were however
questions of the future, which the Powers would have time to
consider."1 A few days later the Emperor again returned to
the subject at Babelsberg, saying the Tsar knew more than he
would admit, regretfully refusing to accept Lord Odo's sugges-
tion that he himself was deceived."2

During October, while Hohenlohe was absent from Berlin,
and the diffident Limburg-Stirum's extreme reserve was making
it very difficult for the diplomatic body to get any information,
Lord Odo Russell became acquainted from a private informant
with the substance of a report by Bismarck to the Emperor
on foreign affairs, in which he visualized the collapse of the
Concert owing to lack of British leadership.

To Lord Granville.    Secret.   2 October

". . . Russia might be tempted to interfere singly herself again on

behalf of the Christian subjects of the Sultan. . . .    Germany
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